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Students benefit from loan overhaul 


MCT Campus photo 
Obama signs the health 


care bill into law on 
Tuesday, March 23. 


New law benefits 
students more than 
community colleges 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Tucked in with the much 
hyped and debated health care 
reform legislation was a major 
overhaul of the student loan and 
financial aid program that makes 
the government the issuer of all 
federal college loans and changes 
the way many students will pay 
for the cost of a college educa- 
tion. 

President Barack Obama 
signed the monumental piece of 
health care reform legislation into 
law on Tuesday, March 23. On 
Tuesday March 30, he signed into 
law the second step of the legisla- 
tion, which included the overhaul 
of the federal student loan pro- 
gram. 

“It represents a major step for- 
ward,” Obama said. 

The bill enacts a new law, the 
Student’ Aid and Fiscal 
Responsibility Act (SAFRA), 
which reforms the federal student 


loan program. SAFRA replaces 
the current program, in which the 
government subsidizes banks 
making federally backed student 
loans. Under the new law, these 
private banks will no longer be 
the middleman in federal student 
loan lending. As of July, all new 
federal student loans will come 
directly from the U.S. Department 


of Education's Direct Loan 
Program. 
The White House said the 


change will save taxpayers $68 
billion over the next decade, 
which will be used to expand the 
federal Pell Grant program for 
students 

The Obama administration 
said the new law will invest more 
than $40 billion into the program, 
which provides need-based grants 
to low-income students. 

Starting in 2013, a cost-of-liv- 
ing increase will be added on, 
raising the maximum Pell Grant 
award amount from $5,350 to 
$5,975. 

Under -the new law, student 
loan repayments will also be made 
more affordable. 

Beginning in 2014, student 
loan payments under the income- 
based repayment plan will be 
capped at no more than 10 percent 
of a borrower's calculated discre- 


Club holds debate on 
Don’t ask, Don’t tell’ 


Student panel 
discusses 
inflammatory policy 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Features Editor 


On Wednesday, March 24, the 
Contemporary Affairs Club held a 
debate about the “Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell” policy during which 
four students were on a panel to 
express their views. Reid Hoover, 
Chris Legare, Seth Dallaire and 
Nigel Mainville comprised the 
panel. They each had four min- 
utes to present their side of the 
argument followed by a two 
minute rebuttal and then ques- 
tions from the students and facul- 

* ty in attendance ended the meet- 
ing. 

The “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” 
policy doesn't allow openly 
homosexual people to serve in the 
military but it also doesn't allow 
soldiers to ask about a person's 
sexual orientation. President 
Obama wants to end the policy, 
which was one of his promises 
when running for presidency. 


Dan Woods, who is the lawyer 
for the plaintiff, the Log Cabin 
republicans who are filing suit on 
behalf of its gay and lesbians 
members currently seving in the 
United States Armed Forces, 
thinks that President Obama can 
end DADT right now with a sim- 
ple executive order. 

According to The Wall Street 
Journal, “The lawsuit which is set 
to go on trial in June was initially 
arguing that DADT policy vio- 
lates the equal protection clause 
of the Fourteenth Amendment, the 
due process clause of the Fifth 
Amendment and the free speech 
clause of the First Amendment.” 

Mainville and Dallaire, who 
want this policy gone, went first. 

“We don't deny women in the 
military just because they might 
have a relationship with men so 
why should we do it to gays?,” 
Mainville asked. “We're basically 
telling our military as a whole to 
lie about these situations.” 

Chris Legare presented his 
side: he wants the policy to stay 
in place. Last was Reid Hoover 
When asked what his position was 
he replied, “I am the outlier.” 

“Don't Ask, Don't Tell’ 
should never have been created. I 


think the whole entire question is 
a wrong approach,” said Hoover. 
“They should be allowed to serve 
but if caught in the act they 
should be dismissed.” 

When the floor was open to 
questions from the people in 
attendance there were heated 
remarks being thrown around. 

“You think this a big debate 
now, back then it was like blacks 
and whites in the same barracks 
would have been unbearable,” 
said Professor Andy Morse. 

“Just like a black or Spanish 
person can't change the color of 
their skin a homosexual can't help 
their sexuality,” said Mainville. 

“Just lifting it doesn't mean 
that gay men are going to instant- 
ly try to sleep with straight men.” 
said Reanne Malesky. “We have 
to uphold what America stands for 
and that is freedom.” 

On March 25, the day after the 
debate, Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates announced that the military 
will make it harder for the mili- 
tary to investigate troops who 
were outed against their will by 
third-parties and will put high 
ranking officers in charge of 
deciding whether to pursue such 
cases. 


tionary income, down from the 
current 15 percent. In addition, 
the new law forgives any remain- 
ing loan balances after 20 years, 
down from the current 25 years. 

Obama spoke to a crowd of 
students at Northern Virginia 
Community College, emphasizing 
this new help for college students, 
before signing the legislation into 
law. 

Jill Biden, the wife of Vice 
President Joe Biden, is an English 
Instructor at Northern Virginia 
Community College. 

“I have seen firsthand the 
power of community colleges to 
change lives and serve as a gate- 
way to opportunity for students at 
all stages of their lives 
ett she said 


year far 
higher 


will receive 


leges at the 
education agenda, 
substantially 


less 
than what they originally hoped 
fa- 


Community colleges are 
expected to receive $2 billion 
over four years from the bill's 
provision to finance the 


Community Co 
Traiming Grant Program, des 
to create educational or tra 
programs to produce workers 
While community colleges 


llege and Career 
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Performance wows 
audience and critics alike 


Babak Alian and Orlik Guzman appear NECC’s pro- 
duction of “The Merchant of Venice.” The perform- 
ances of Babak Alian and Sarah McCarthy (not pic- 
tured) earned them Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival nominations. 


will benefit from this additional 
funding, the legislation fell far 
short of Obama's original propos- 
al, which would have greatly ben- 
efitted community colleges. 
Community colleges were 
originally slated to receive nearly 
$12 billion as part of Obama's 
American Graduation Initiative to 
invest into grants and construc- 
tion funds for the nation’s commu- 
nity colleges, which play a key 
role in Obama's plan to create an 
additional 5 million more two- 
year college graduates by 2020. 


The American Graduation 
Initiative, originally part of 
SAFRA . was. excluded in the 


final version of the legislation, a 
as of budget restrictions and 
nise 
Many community college offi- 
cials expressed disappointment at 


this loss, yet still focused on the 
positive national attention 
Obama’s proposed  imitiative 


broughi io community colleges. 
“While..there is no guarantee 
that orien Essex or other com- 


0 colleges will receive 
fin benefits, it validates 
community colleges and encour- 
sae us to continue our critical 


tk,” said NECC President 
David Hartleb 
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Obama’s commitment to 


community colleg 


& 


The recently passed student loan 
overhaul bill slipped under most peo- 
ple’s radar as it piggy-backed the 
much debated health care bill that 
was signed into law earlier this 
month. 

But the fact is for many college 
students, the changes in federal stu- 
dent aid and loans will primarily 
affect them more than the changes in 
health care. 

This is especially true for stu- 
dents at community colleges like 
NECC. 

While community colleges, 
which typically serve many low- 
income students, will benefit from 
the increased Pell Grants, they will 
not receive the funding that would 
have helped them benefit all stu- 


ie 


es cut in Congress 


dents. 

Under Obama’s ambitious 
American Graduation Initiative com- 
munity colleges were slated to 
receive as much as $12 billion, but 
this initiative was cut in the final ver- 
sion of the bill due to budget restric- 
tions and congressional compromise. 

Many community colleges were 
counting on this money to counteract 
sweeping state budgets cuts and meet 
the needs of increasing enrollment. 

President Obama had repeatedly 
focused on the important work com- 
munity colleges do in educating stu- 
dents and helping to achieving his 
educational goals for the nation. 

That commitment must not waiv- 
er now. The President and the 
Congress, along with state leaders 
and community college administra- 
tors must recognize and support the 
truly important work the colleges do. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 

may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 

j tion. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line or 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


Do acts of public displays of — 
affection bother you? 


Ben Cohen 


Graphic Design 
“I don’t see anything wrong with it.” 


Melissa Lareau 


Deaf Studies: 
Interpreter 

“Tf it’s like hardcore making out then 
it’s too much.” 


Sign Language 


Chris Reynolds 

Electronic Equipment Tech. 

“It’s good because it shows love for 
one another.” 


Photos/Interviews by Chantal McGovern 


Katelyn Demers 
Undecided 
“Keep it private.” 


Joshua Mills 
Liberal Arts :Computer Science 


“As long as they’re not going crazy 


then it’s fine.” 


Samantha Gordon 

Liberal Arts: Psychology 

“I’m fine with hand holding or kiss- 
ing but when you're, ‘you know,’ it’s 
bad.” 
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Basketball fun cut short 


AY 


Sports and Fitness 
Center limits the 
hours of the courts 


By MATTHEW PEREIRA 
Correspondent 


There has been lots of talk 
around the fitness area the past 
couple of weeks about how 
NECC students are being kicked 
off of the basketball court at 1 
p-m. on a daily basis, and they 
all have the same question, why? 

Every day, between 10 and 
20 students come _ together 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 
use the basketball court for pick- 
up games. 

The only problem is, come 
lpm, a security guard will walk 
in, and throw everyone out 
because the court is closed. 

Wait, the court is closed? At 
1 p.m? 

I think it is safe to say that 
most students, who attend 
NECC, are often in class 
between 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Which means, unless you 
skip a class, you are not going to 
be able to get your basketball fix 
at NECC? : 

Something doesn't seem right 
with this. Between 1pm-3pm, the 
NECC basketball court will have 
its lights off, collecting dust, 
while students look in through 
the windows of the locked doors, 
wondering why they are not 
allowed to play basketball. 

The track team uses the court 
for practice on rainy days, but 
they don't start until about 3 
p-m. 

So why are students being 
denied access for that two hour 
time frame, until it is actually 
being used for the track team? 


Why are they so strict on student 
use of the basketball court? 

You would think a college 
would help encourage students 
to be more active, and use the 
gym facilities. 

This is definitely not the case 
on our campus. Even the hoop 
team gets crap for using the 
court before a game. 

You would think that while 
the opposing team is cramped on 
a bus on their way over to 
NECC, our team would gain a 
competitive advantage by shoot- 
ing around during that time. 

Why would we not encourage 
that? Would a school really deny 
its student athletes time to warm 
up before a game? Only at 
NECC! 

Would a school really deny 
its students time in the afternoon 
to play basketball, and get a 
good workout in on the court? 
Only at NECC! 

During this past winter 
break, the weight room was open 
for a specific time frame during 
the day. I love to come to NECC 
and use the facilities during win- 
ter and summer break. 

I am not a treadmill person 
by any means, and in order to get 
a 15 minute warm-up before lift- 
ing, I like to shoot baskets and 
break a sweat that way. 

But for some reason, the 
doors are always locked, so if I 
can find a way onto the court, I 
will. But if a faculty member 
catches me in there, I get yelled 
at. 

But wait, all I’m doing is 
shooting baskets real quick 
before I start my workout. 

Why am I being denied 
access to the basketball court at 
my own school? This is ludi- 
crous! 

I was able to look at the 
March, 2010 Gymnasium sched- 


ule, and on every Monday - 
Friday, it says, “1 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Athletic Practices.” 

But from | p.m. to 3 p.m., 
there are no athletic practices. 
Even if there are, on a nice day, 


' baseball and track practices are 


held outside. 

So why can't the students be 
in there playing basketball? Why 
not let us use the court, and if a 
sports team comes in at a specif- 
ic time, tell us we need to leave 
at that time. 

My guess is that the school 
has had students in the past mis- 
use the gymnasium past 1 p.m., 
and that has ruined it for all of 
us students who attend the 
school now. 

But wait, doesn't the school 
spend money on security guards? 
So why not have them come to 
the court every half hour or hour, 
to check on us and make sure no 
one is miss-using the basketball 
court? 

Students all over campus a 
re still smoking cigarettes out- 
side of the entrance ways, and I 
understand it's not easy to regu- 
late a rule like that. It seems 
security is more concerned on 
kicking students off the basket- 
ball court at 1 p.m. than making 
sure cigarette smoke doesn't 
linger around those who don't 
smoke. 

Bottom line, encourage phys- 
ical activity rather than taking 
the benefit away from us , just 
like you encourage smokers to 
smoke off campus. 

We also pay people to stand 
at the desk in front of the weight 
room, why not have them pop in 
every now and then to make sure 
no one is misusing the court? 

I have spoken to many 
friends, who attend colleges all 
over the state and country, and 
they couldn't name a school that 


ad 


Unfair hours cut students’ 


Sports and Fitness Center. 


closes the gymnasium anytime 
before 8 p.m., some even stay 
open until midnight! 

I understand we close the 
gym up at 8 p.m., so why not 
actually close the gym at 8 p.m. 
instead of 1 p.m.? 

We live in a day and age of 
obesity, and I think that encour- 
aging people to play basketball 
in the gym would be more attrac- 
tive to our campus than not let- 
ting us use the facilities at all in 
the afternoon. 


Wire Photo 


fun short at the NECC 


But students don't want to 
trench through the mud in their 
new $100 Jordan's to play ball 
on a concrete court with cracks, 


bumps and pot holes, with rusty 
rims and backboards. 

All students want to do is 
play basketball indoors, past 
lunch time, but instead the court 
has to be closed on a daily basis 
at 1 p.m., for no reason at all. 

I don't think that is fair to 
the students! 


Stop complaining if you have a job 


America needs a 
better work ethic in 
the present economy 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


I've watched 
President 
Barack 
Obama speak 
about the 
American 
i work ethic as 

“a he has - trav- 
eled the coun- 
try. Auto 
y industry work- 

ers, farmers, and all members of blue 
’ collar brigades have lined up at ral- 
lies and speeches to listen to him talk 
about revitalizing the economy, 
reestablishing American manufactur- 
ing, and keeping jobs from going 
overseas. 
It seems to me though, that I'm 
hearing about one thing and seeing 
another. 


The majority of people I know, 
including family and friends, simply 
don't like to work. Granted not 
everyone likes their jobs and certain- 
ly everybody has the right to com- 


_ plain and blow off steam. 


However, it seems to have come 
to a point where someone putting in 
a 40 hour week and working 4 nine 
to five job is more of an annoyance 
than anything else to many people. 

We've come to a point where a cig- 
arette break is taken 10 minutes of 
every hour and lunch breaks are 
measured in eons rather than min- 
utes. 

It only takes a few false coughs 
into the phone and you are granted a 
sick day and a three day weekend. 

The work ethic in this country 
seems to me to be declining. There 
are two reasons to blame that I can 
see. 

Firstly, is the lack off necessity for 
jobs that literally decide whether a 
family will eat or not. A hundred 
years ago, cushy corner office jobs 
weren't nearly as numerous as today. 

People used to raise crops and 
livestock, they sold and traded 
goods, generally living a more hand 
to mouth existence. 


There are many people today that 
simply don't have to work, whether 
they are on someone else's dime or in 
many cases supported by the govern- 
ment? 

Welfare and food stamps are hand- 
ed out in many states, like 
Massachusetts, so easily that they 
may as well be put inside a gumball 
machine. 

When Obama speaks about the 
calloused hands and sore backs this 
country was built on, he's talking 
about a time when people needed to 
work as opposed to now when more 
are given the option to decline. 

My father was an unexpected baby 
late in life for my grandmother. 

After his father’s death, he was, at 
the ripe old age of twelve, near sole- 
ly responsible for supporting his own 
mother who was sick and worked 
part time. . 

My father would get out of school 
and‘ walk three miles to Canobie 
Lake Park. There he would wash 
dishes for 25 cents and hour. 

On weekends, he would do the 
same at Canobie in the mornings, 
then walk another two miles to 
Rockingham Park where he would 
shovel manure and take care of hors- 


es for not much more than that. 

All this was before he even hit 
puberty. His example rubbed off on 
me as I always remembered his sto- 
ries of toil growing up. 

I started working for a dollar an 
hour the summer I turned ten years 
old by picking up sticks and raking 
leaves in my neighborhood. 

Paper routes, the painful teenage 
years of working fast food, and even- 
tually a few more professional jobs 
would come my way and I never 
once minded. 

Since that early age, I've always 
had a job because I've always want- 
ed one and simply put, because I like 
having money. 

More than that though, I've always 
enjoyed being self-reliant. 

This ties into the second reason the 
death knell of work ethic is sound- 
ing. There are simply too many peo- 
ple who can't separate work from 
play. 

We live in an unparalleled age of 
technology and innovation where 
there are a lot of fun things to do. 

There's no more rolling a hoop 
down the road with a stick when you 
have the internet, laser tag, X-Box, 
paintball, indoor skydiving and any 


of the other numerous ways people 
have to distract themselves. 

The problem is that work is sup- 
posed to be work. It's not supposed 
to be fun. When people complain 
that their job bores them, that's the 
way most jobs are unless you're one 
of the few lucky enough to do some- 
thing you like. 

Otherwise, don't expect your boss 
to shape balloon animals or the cor- 
porate executives to bring you to a 
water park. Any smart person, espe- 
cially adults, should know this. 

This kind of mindset is especially 
disturbing now when so many peo- 
ple are desperate for any kind of 
employment. 

If you are lucky enough to have 
any job, cling to it like grim death 
and count yourself lucky rather than 
complain. 

Countries like Japan and China are 
becoming more innovative and influ- 
ential in the world economy because 
they are smarter and have a harder 
work ethic than us, it's that simple. © 

The only way to turn that around 
is for people to shut up, buck up and 
deal with the fact that in life, you 
need to earn things, support yourself, 
and that nothing is truly free. 
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Is iPad worth | PDA: Put it 
the price? 


The iPad may be a 
overpriced, oversized 
version of the iTouch 


By STEVE SHARROCK 
Correspondent ~ 


April 3rd marked the release of 
the highly anticipated Apple iPad. 
Since preview in late January con- 
sumers have been buzzing over the 
idea that it might revolutionize the 
handheld computer era. 

The only question is: will the 
iPad be worth the money? The iPad 
starts out at $499 with 16GB of 
memory and tops out at $829 with 
64GB and 3G network (sold sepa- 
rately). 

A pretty steep offer if you ask 
me. Especially because the iPad 
does look very similar to an already 
existing Apple product that has all 
the same features: the iPod Touch, 
an extremely popular Apple prod- 
uct. 

When talking to people about 
the upcoming release date the gen- 
eral census is that many people just 
believe that the iPad is a bigger ver- 
sion of the iPod Touch and it has no 
use if you already have the iTouch 
or a home computer. 

“I love my iPod touch and lap- 
top, but I don't see the point of the 
iPad because I can do all the things 
that it offers for so much less money 
on the things I already have,” said 
Billy Kannan, proud owner of an 
Apple iPod Touch and Macbook 
laptop. 

The current rate for a basic ver- 
sion of the IPod Touch is $199 and 


$399 if you wanted the most expen- 
sive version. So to put it in perspec- 
tive you can spend less than the 
cheapest version of the iPad and go 
with the best version iPod Touch 
that will do the same thing and fit in 
your pocket. Now that's a deal. 

There is also the Apple Macbook 
laptop. Priced at $999 and equipped 
with 250 GB of memory the laptop 
offers mostly everything the iPad 
does and more. 

For only an additional $170 
you're buying yourself a personal 
computer that you can rely on. 

Who knows, with the iPad you 
could spend $829 and love it for a 
month or two until the newest ver- 
sion of the product comes out with 
better features and you're wondering 
why you didn't just go with the lap- 
top that will last you much longer. 

“I don't see the point of it. I 
have the Macbook Pro laptop and 
it's everything you would ever want 
or need and I know I'll stay with this 
product for as long as I own a lap- 
top,” said Kevin DeMaria, current 
owner of a Apple Macbook Pro. 

What it all comes down to are 
people's preferences. We live in a 
world now where speed and access 
must be top notch: 

What I don't understand is why 
someone would want and overpriced 
oversized version of something that 
already exists and does the same 
thing in a smaller more convenient 
version. 

In today's age, smaller is better 
and when you can get the smaller 
product for a lower price that boasts 
the same functionality. It's a no- 
brainer which one is the worth the 
money. 


Lovey dovey 
behavior rubs others 
the wrong way 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 
rsa 


Visiting the 
Cyber Café 
at NECC is 
much like 
watching pri- 
mates in 
their natural 
habit on the 
National 
Geographic Channel. 

People are either tracing lines 
on each other's faces using their 
tongues or sitting on people's 
laps intimately whispering into 
their ear. 

In fact some of them bite each 
other's ears instead as some 
kind of foreplay. 

The actual content of this 
behavior doesn’t matter, as on- 
lookers will be horrified forever 
from their indecent acts. 

Some activity on campus goes 
even beyond those actions and 
is too graphic for description. 

One time three people were 
making out together in the 
Cyber Cafe, literally licking 
each other's faces. 

Many unsuspecting individu- 
als hide the grimace on their 
faces as they flee towards the 
nearest exit, all while trying to 
find their hand sanitizer. In an 
effort to cleanse themselves of 
an experience that will haunt 


them forever. 

This is the kind of activity a 
run-down, bug infested motel 
doesn't deserve let alone a pub- 
lic college cafeteria. 

Something many students fail 
to realize is that the days of 
high school have passed and are 
far behind us. 

Public displays of affection 
will no longer get you high fives 
from random strangers in the 
hallways between class. Nor do 
any of these displays tell anyone 
that you are cool. It shows you 
cannot control your hormones 
and that your brain hasn't 
evolved past the intellectual 
ability of an ape. 

It really doesn't matter if you 
exchange saliva with another 
person, no one cares. 

People inculding your ex-sign- 
ficant. other won’t get outra- 
geously jealous and beg for you 
to take them back. 

The truth is that no one is 
going to want to date you. 
Except for the rare desperate 
lunatics with nothing better than 
spend thier days in the back cor- 
ner of a Subway with you. 

If anything the person you are 
attempting to impress will find 
someone else with a _ better 
maturity level than you. 
Someone who can actually func- 
tion within the limits of 
American society. This is a col- 
lege and people are starting to 
mature. 

Most people can actually con- 
trol their hormones and con- 
verse with you about more intel- 
lectual matters. 


Trust me it is fun try it, some- 
time. 

To the couples walking around 
the hallway holding hands this 
is not junior high. Do you 
expect professors or students to 
congratulate you on your first 
girlfriend or boyfriend? 

Holding hands is a tell tale 
sign you are afraid to kiss each 
other for fear of the swine flu. It 
was cute in the seventh grade 
but not so much when you are 
taking calculus. 

Actually, I'm lying to make 
you feel better. Holding hands 
was never nor will it ever be 
adorable by-any standards. 

Also, the people who feed 
each other should learn we have 
two hands for a reason and 
should begin to use them. 

The truth is most people who 
engage in public display of 
affection are not really in love. 

They are under the complete 
illusion that they have finally 
found somebody amazing. 

The sad reality is, they only 
just found someone to keep 
them entertained for a few 
weeks. After that what will hap- 
pen? 

Absolutely nothing! 

Real love is emotionally con- 
necting with another person. 
Real love is not displaying a 
bunch of affectionate acts in the 
back corner of college cafeteria, 
library or seculded staircase. 

After all, someone might see 
you and be disguisted. So con- 
trol your hormones and stop 
disguisting the entire college 
community. 


Can you create the American dream? 


Take the challenge, 
you might even 
surprise yourself 


By Tom HANNON 
Correspondent 


© was called 
» the place 
where the 
Streets 
= were paved 
with gold. 

There 
is a movie 
with that title, America has never 
been such a place, though it has 
been labeled correctly as a place 
with unlimited opportunity. 

Even in a bad recession oppor- 
tunity is in front of you every day 
even if you fail realize it. 

My professional career has 
spanned 24 years, growing and 
selling a half dozen businesses. 
The one thing I never lacked was 
the ability to seize opportunities. 

An opportunity may not come 
with a pay check. It could be a 
internship, a video, or a music 
accreditation. 


It could be a real commission 
based job or performance based 
work. 

The biggest missed opportuni- 
ty is vertical growth in your 
career or business. 

You may hear people say “the 
best moves I made did not hap- 
pen.” 

In some cases that is true, but 
what if Bill Gates never left MIT 
and took the Windows system 
from IBM? 

What if Steve Jobb's never 
bought the mouse from Xerox for 
$1,500? 

These two men took the 
opportunity, the very same oppor- 
tunity that is looking each and 
every American in the eyes even 
today. 

The wrong thing to be 
focused on is money, the opportu- 
nity has to be viable, although 
selling cigarettes in Haverhill, 
MA is probably not a good busi- 
ness. 

Once the opportunity is 
viable, your focus needs to be 
delivering the best service, prod- 
ucts and experience to your cus- 
tomers. 

If you have a product you can 
believe in, you deliver it with 
100% confidence and if there is a 
problem you stand by it, your 
chance for success is great. 

The money will always fol- 
low! 


Here are a few tips to seizing 
the opportunity: 

Try to learn good from bad, 
anything that is get rich quick 
such as selling knives door-to- 
door or multi- level marketing is 
bad business. 

Any business that requires 
you to recruit is a waste of your 
time. Review the product, serv- 
ice, and company to see who they 
do business with. 

One day of Bing or Google 
research and some phone calls to 
employee's, vendors or other peo- 
ple related to business will tell 
you alot you need to know. 

Don't be afraid of the work, 
there is no reward without a 
investment of t ime or money or 
both. Spend more time saying yes, 


most often people look for wolf in 
sheep's clothing instead of seeing 
the deal. 

Know your abilities and work 
within them during this process. 

The power of yes is palpable, 
in 1994, I had a one year old com- 
pany in the distribution business 
called FPD Distribution, and a 
competitor, The Delivery Vehicle, 
was closing. 

He called around and my 
company was the last one he 
called. 

I asked him if was he interest- 
ed in selling the accounts. 

Tim Hickey, the owner said 
that no one mentioned anything, 
and we cut a deal in 20 minutes, I 
acquired three times the business 
I had because there was an oppor- 


tunity to seize. 

He was paid a percentage of 
receipts over a two year period. It 
was a trying time to acquire all 
that business but I figured it out. 

I always wonder why nobody 
else offered him anything? 

In 2005 when I sold the com- 
pany we had 40 full time employ- 
ees and handled 150 customers 
and became the largest distributor 
east of the Mississippi. 

There are opportunities to be 
made on many levels, both as an 
employee and business owner. 

There are deals like this one 
everywhere. 

Most people may believe this 
country has some issues, but it 
also opportunity if you are brave 
enough to find it. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns to the NECC | 


’ Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Spurk Memorial 


Scholarship 

A $500 scholarship is avail- 
able. for liberal arts students 
who meet the following criteria: 
are residents of the Merrimack 
Valley, are enrolled in a liberal 
arts program at NECC, have 
completed 12 or more credits in 
their program, have a 3.2 GPA 
or better, and submit a 200-500 
word essay and an application 
by April 9. F 

Applications are available 
at www.necc.mass.edu/scholar- 
ship. for more information, con- 
tact Professor Stephen Russell 
at srussell@necc.mass.edu or 
978-556-3237. 

Applications for the general 
fall 2010 NECC scholarships 
are also available at the same 
Web site. Applications are due 
by Friday, April 9. 


Faculty union offers 
$1,000 scholarship 


NECCPA, the union of 
NECC faculty and professional 
staff, will award a $1,000 schol- 
arship to an outstanding 2010 
graduate. Students are encour- 
aged to apply now. Ask your 
favorite teacher how. 
Applications will also be avail- 
able at the faculty’s annual schol- 
arship fundraising bake sale on 
Friday, April 9, in Spurk lobby. 


Human rights award 


The Department of History, 
Government, philosophy and 
Economics will award a $200 
prize for the best student paper 
on a subject related to human 
rights. Papers submitted for 
class work in the summer or fall 
2009 semester, or spring 2010 
semester, are eligible. 

Papers may be submitted to 
Professor Andrew Morse or the 
department secretary. For more 
information, contact Professor 
Morse 978-556-3316 or 
amorse@necc.mass.edu. 


Senate accepting 
nominations 


Fall 2010 Student Senate 
nominations are now being 
accepted. Nomination forms 
may be picked up at the student 
Engagement Center at D117 in 
Haverhill or L133 in Lawrence. 

A nominee must: be regis- 
tered for a minimum of six cred- 
its, maintain a QPA of 2.25 of 
higher to be nominated or elect- 
ed, obtain 20 signatures of 
Student Government 
Association members in his/her 
academic program area, and be 
able to attend fall 2010 senate 
meetings held on Wednesdays 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 

Nomination forms are due to 
the Student Engagement Center 
no later than Friday, April 9 at 
noon. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 
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College’s cultures celebrated 


Food, dance brought 
together students 
of all backgrounds 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


Northern Essex Community 
College mixed cultures on 
Wednesday, March 24 with a multi- 
cultural festival day. Students 
enjoyed and learned about different 
cultures at the event organized by the 
Student Engagement Center. 

“It was a wonderful representa- 
tion of cultures,” said Cory 
Ginchereau, a communication major. 

The purpose of the event was. for 
students to come together to celebrate 
campus community and diversity, 
which is always a major focus for the 
Student Engagement Center. 

Students filled room 103B in the 
Technology Center for the event that 
had much focus on the Chinese cul- 
tures, with a bit of Spanish and 
African. The activities started at 11 
a.m. and went on until 1 p.m., with 
students left mingling and enjoying 
the leftover food. 

One of the event organizers, 
Nancy Henry, who works with the 
department of the student services at 
the Lawrence campus said, “The goal 
of such an event was to have the 
young people learn their cultures.” 

“The Chinese culture looks like 
it’s just for old people and we would 
like the young people to be involved 
too,” Henry also stated. 

The event was comprised of food 


and dance from different groups. 
Amateur dancers Fay Young of 
Newton and Lewa Chong from 
Randolph entertained students in var- 
ious Chinese traditional dances. 

The NECC dance group also 
graced the day as they mesmerized 
the audience with incredible moves, 
as they danced to a traditional 
Guinean song that only drum beats 
could be heard from. 

NECC has held the event for the 
last 12 years and always had very few 
countries represented. This year there 
were six countries represented. This 
was an increase of the three that had 
been represented last year. China, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Dominican 
Republic, Armenia and Egypt were 
the countries represented at the event 
this year. 

Dina Brown, director of the stu- 
dent engagement center, praised the 
student turnout and called it great. 

“Its always good to see a room 
full of students who have come to this 
kind of event in their busy sched- 
ules,” said Brown. 

The event facilitated interactions 
with students from different back- 
grounds and one could see the unity 
and enjoyment in their eyes. A stu- 
dent who stayed from beginning to 
the end, called it a new experience. 

“T talked to people I have never 
talked to before and tasted foods I 
would never taste elsewhere,” stated 
Samantha McCarthy. 

Although the event was a success 
there are also those that felt that 
American culture should also be rep- 
resented and also other students felt 
that the event should have carried a 
bit of the European culture as well. 


Noam Chomsky will 
speak at NECC April 14 


lic to flex it's muscle. 


sslaner@necc.mass.edu. 


World-renowned American linguist, author, philosopher and political 
activist Noam Chomsky will speak at Northern Essex Community College 
on Wednesday April 14 at noon in the Technology Center. 

Chomsky, who is a professor of linguistics at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, has become on the most widely known individuals 
on the subject of political activism. He has argued for decades that America 
is not a democratic society, rather, it's a place in which people are controlled 
by a few select number of individuals in the government and that the com- 
mon person has no say in what becomes of their lives. 

In addition Chomsky has argued that the United States has employed 
“power politics” in which the U.S. government has used the media and pub- 


Chomsky is a noted lecturer, typically speaking at large universities and 
colleges in the Northeast and around the country. Chomsky's discussion at 
Northern Essex will focus on the reemergence of the right-wing media. 

For more information, contact Professor Stephen Slaner at 


Photo courtesy of www.chomsky.info 
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The NECC Dance Team performed a dance to a 
Guinean song at NECC’s muliticultural festival on 


Wednesday, March 24. 


Campus 
security log 


With the help of Eagle Security, 


this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill cam- 
pus. This log covers incidents 
between March 2 and April 5. 


Monday, March 2 - A monitor 
was reported missing from the 
Student Center room 104, 6 p.m. 


Thursday, March 4 - An acci- 
dental fall was reported in lot #3, 
6 p.m. 


Monday, March 8 - Smoke 
was in the hallway of the E build- 
ing from room E-352, the fire 
department was called, 8:30 p.m. 


We want to hear from 
you. 


observer@necc.mass.edu — 


Include “Opinion Editor’ in subject line. — 
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Events 


Calendar 


® Aviewing and panel dis- 
cussion of the documentary 
“Through Deaf Eyes,” will be 
held in TC-103 with the movie 
from 10 -11:30 a.m., panel 
discussion from 11:30 a.m.- 
1pm and the movie again from 
1pm-2:30pm. 

The event is sponsored by 
NECC’s Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Services, Deaf 
Studies, Diversity Committee 
and Gallaudet University 
Regional Center. 


45 THURSDAY 


® The NECC Choral and 
Music club will be hosting a 
cabaret at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Technology Center confer- 
ence room. Admission costs 
5 


The cabaret offers a 
chance for students and staff 
to perform as well. Sign up to 
sing, dance, do stand-up com- 
edy or juggle. mk music and 
an accompanist will be provid- 
ed if requested. 

To sign up to perform, 
email a description of your act 
along with your phone number 
and email address to 
Professor Alisa Bucchiere at 
abucchiere @necc.mass.edu 
and include ‘cabaret’ in the 
subject line. 


16 FRIDAY 


® A“Green Day” event will 
be held in TC-103B where 
students in courses with a 
green component will be 
showcasing their projects at 
11:30 a.m. A “green” lunch will 
also be served. Attendees 
can participate in activities 
and win door prizes. For more 
information, contact Professor 
William Heineman at wheine- 
man @necc.mass.edu. 


48 SUNDAY 


® The Essex Chamber 
Music Players Concert will be 
held at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Technology Center. 


For more _ information, 
contact Mike Finegold at 
978-470-1584 or 


ecmp314 @comcast.net. 


® The Music Program at 
NECC will offer a free piano 
workshop by renowned 
NECC faculty member 
Christina Dietrich from 5 to 7 
p.m. in the Technology 
Center. The workshop is 

en to students of all levels 


of playing ability. 
For more _ information, 
contact Professor Ken 


Langer at 978-556-3223. 


‘2O FRIDAY 


® NECC's Still Point 
Dance Performance will be 
held at 8 p.m. in the Sport and 
Fitness Center, with an addi- 
tional performance on 
Saturday, May 1. 

For more _ information, 
contact Michelle Deane at 
978-556-3597 or 
mdeane @necc.mass.edu. 
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State schools at NE 


Colleges bring 
bachelor s degree 
programs to NECC 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 


; One of the 

| biggest chal- 
lenges for a 
college student 
is finding 
transportation 
to and from 
their college 
campus. Many 
people do not 
have the choice 
of living on campus, some do not 
have the means or are parents with 
families to raise. 

Grace Young took this into 
account when she decided to bring 
Fitchburg State professors on board 
to teach bachelor’s degree courses at 
NECC. 

“We decided to bring bachelor’s 
degree programs to NECC graduates 
because it is much more convenient 
for our students,” said Grace Young, 
the dean of academic advising. 

The program is very simple to 
grasp. Once a person graduates with 
their associates degree in Early 
Childhood and Elementary educa- 
tion, or Nursing (RN) from Northern 
Essex they will be qualified to con- 
tinue their education in their field of 
study by taking Fitchburg and Salem 


State courses on the NECC Haverhill 
campus. Although there are only 
evening classes available, and the 
program hasn’t stretched to the 
Lawrence campus, these programs 
have a very high success rate. _ 

“We tried to go for programs that 
are in high demand and are rare in the 
Merrimack Valley,” Young said. 

The Early Childhood and 
Education bachelor’s degree program 
offered through Fitchburg State 
College has been going on since 
2005, the BSN program offered by 
Salem State has been active since 
2004. The first graduates of the 
ECEP graduated with their bache- 
lor’s degrees from Fitchburg State in 
2008. 

In both of these programs classes 
are combined together to satisfy the 
states needs for teaching profession- 
als as well as registered nurses. Each 
group of students go from beginning 
to the end together. They form a bond 
with each other, which ultimately 
helps them become successful in 
their field. 

“They are SSC and FSC students 
who come to NECC to take classes, 
they are no different from any SSC 
and FSC student,” Young said 

In the past NECC tried to devel- 
op bachelor’s degree programs 
offered by SSC and FSC in social 
work and business. These two pro- 
grams were unsuccessful due to the 
fact that social work has no mandate 
for individuals to have a higher edu- 
cation. The business program didn’t 
work out due to UMASS Lowell hay- 
ing a very successful business pro- 


Go out to the ball 
game with NECC 


Alumni program 
offers tickets to 
the Lowell Spinners 


By BRITTANY HADDAD 
Correspondent 


Whether it’s the constant pour- 
ing rain, or the assignments that 
keep on coming, there is something 
to help get you through. 

April is finally here and that 
means baseball season has finally 
arrived. For the past eight years, the 
Alumni Program has been selling 
tickets to the Lowell Spinners. 

The Lowell Spinners, for those 
who don’t know, are the Red Sox 
minor league team, and have pro- 
duced such Kevin 
Youkilis, Jacoby Ellsbury and Clay 
Buchholz. 

“A small donation to the Alumni 
Scholarship Fund is added to the 
price of each ticket,” said Libby 
director of 
donor relations at NECC. 


names as 


Jensen, alumni and 

What better way to enjoy a 
sunny summer day than at the ball 
park? Tickets for the game and all 
you can eat at the Gator Pit are $31, 
and just game tickets are $12 each. 

“This is a really fun night, 
we've always sold out in the 
past,”Jensen said. 

Actually, at the conclusion of 
the 2008 Spinners season, the fran- 


chise has sold out the past 346 
games. The Spinners play at 
LeLacheur Park, in Lowell, and 
have lots of great entertainment 
besides watching the baseball 
game. 

The Spinners Park features a 
kid’s area to help keep the younger 
crowd occupied if the game just 
isn’t cutting it. The Swampland 
kid’s area at LeLacheur Park 
includes great activities for kids to 
run around and enjoy the park in 
there own way. 

These days prices for Red Sox 
tickets are pretty steep, and most of 
the time the somewhat affordable 
tickets are the worst seats in the 
house. Spinners’ tickets are easily 
affordable and the park is at a great 
location. 

There’s always an activity hap- 
pening in between innings and it’s 
always great to see the up and com- 
ing players that we may one day see 
on the field at Fenway. 

“I remember the first time I saw 
Jacob Ellsbury I got to shake his 
hand after the game and then next 
thing I know he’s playing for the 
Red Sox. It felt so cool to know I 
had met him before he hit it big,” 
said Lindsay Pappas, a student at 
UMass Lowell. 

For more information on pur- 
chasing tickets and reservations for 
the Spinners’ games, contact Libby 
Jensen at ljensen@necc.mass.edu. 


gram in the Merrimack Valley that is 
easily accessible to students. 

“If student was to come to me 
with a bachelor’s degree program 
that they would like NECC to offer, 
then I would have to take into 
account how many students would 
benefit from it, and how long NECC 
would be able to feed it,” Young said. 

With the BSN program sudents 
would need to be an RN with their 
associate’s degree and working in 
their field. 


Courtesy photo 
Students are able to get experience while working 


toward their bachelor’s degree in their chosen field. 


This is so because Salem State is 
not able to put students on field 
placement, this way, if they are work- 
ing in a clinical setting then they are 
able to get college credit as well as 
work for a living. 

“The guidelines for our associate 
degree programs and SSC amd FSC 
bachelors degree programs meet, and 
satisfy one another,” Young said. 

To learn more about these pro- 
grams contact an academic adviser. 


Wear your 
Boston pride 


By S.J AUCHTERLONIE 
Correspondent 


As an outsider it would only take 
one quick glance at the student body 
to decipher the location of this col- 
lege. With “Boston” and “New 
England” adorning everything from 
t-shirts to hats, it seems more than 
half of the students walk around 
campus silently proclaiming their 
hometown loyalty. 

Team jerseys and t-shirts are the 
go-to fashion choice for any male 
college student on any particular day. 

“I must own at least 15-20 team 
shirts and jerseys,” student Dan 
Hogan said. “Shirts for the Red Sox, 
Patriots, Celtics, Eagles, Chiefs, and 
Falcons,” he adds. 

Jerseys are not only official 
sports gear, as some can easily cost 
up to $200, but also the latest fad for 
sports fans of all ages. Despite the 
price tag, sports apparel manufactur- 
ers are finding it hard to cope with 
the ever-growing demand of replica, 
authentic, and throwback jerseys. 

“Every couple of months I'll buy 
a new shirt,” Hogan said. “I've been 
meaning to get a Lackey one. I may 
even get an authentic Lester jersey, 
not just a t-shirt.” 

“We get shipments in twice a 
week, and we always need what we 
get,” said a sporting goods store 
employee. “We sell out especially 
fast of new players, especially in this 
area. Red Sox and Celtics are popu- 
lar.” 

Boston sports fans are as pas- 
sionate as they come, and the stu- 
dents of NECC are no exception. 

Hogan explains the phenomenon. 

“Shirts like this are. so trendy 
because of how popular sports are, 


especially in this area. It is often a 
huge part of someones lifestyle so 
they feel the need to show that off by 
wearing clothes that their favorite 
athletes wear,” he said. 

Sports fans in the Boston area 
may be loyal to their teams but that 
doesn't necessarily mean _ their 
favorite players are the most popular. 

According to InsideHoops.com, 
two Celtics players, Kevin Garnett 
and team captain Paul Pierce, rank 
among the top 10 in basketball jersey 
sales, but did not break into the top 
five. (Garnett is sixth and Pierce is 
eighth.) Boston faithfuls love to hate 
Los Angeles Laker Kobe Bryant, 
who took the top spot, a ranking 
which he has held since the start of 
the 2008-2009 season. 

The Lakers also top the list of 
Most Popular Team Merchandise, 
while the Boston Celtics hold on to 
the No. 2 spot for the second year in 
a row, beating out the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. The rankings are based on 
sales at the NBA store in New York 
City and NBAStore.com since the 
start of the 2009-10 NBA season. 

No matter their teams rank 
among others in the league, people in 
New England take their fandom very 
seriously, most having been born into 
the subculture that is Boston sports. 

“T started buying stuff around the 
seventh grade, that was when [ really 
started to get into sports,” Hogan 
said. “I've been wearing the same 
Red Sox hat since eight grade.” 

Faded team hats, dingy t-shirts, 
and players of yesteryear jerseys may 
seem like a fashion faux-pas to the 
outsider, but for any true Boston 
sports fan such apparel is only a sym- 
bol of the blood, sweat and tears of 
past seasons and years to come. 
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Looking at the work of an artist 


Prof. Hidy talks 
about his career and 
recent art show 


By JENNIFER JOAN FAY 
Correspondent 


Lance Hidy, Professor of Graphic 
Design, discussed the Faculty. Art 
Show at Northern Essex and his par- 
ticipation in the show that took place 
March 3 through March 26 of this 
year. The piece Hidy decided to enter 
into this first-time Faculty Art Show 
was a poster for the centennial for the 
library at Wellesley College, and a 
digital inkjet print based on a photo- 
graph of his wife's garden. 

“IT wanted to exhibit art that I 
could sell at $10 per print so that peo- 
ple on campus could afford to buy 
them. They are also recent works that 
represent both the commercial work I 
am doing for clients, and my own per- 
sonal work. I have the equipment for 
producing inexpensive ink jet prints 
in my studio, so the $10 price is more 
than enough to cover my out-of-pock- 
et costs. The Wellesley poster was 
printed in a large edition by offset 
lithography, so it is very affordable 
too,” said Hidy, when asked about his 
decision for having entered that par- 
ticular piece. 

This type of art is particularly 
important to Hidy since he believes in 

| making artwork affordable to any 
budget. 


on 
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= Wii 


“J am a strong believer in making 
art accessible and affordable. That is 
why I work in multiples rather than 
one-of-a-kind. My most affordable 
and accessible works of art were the 
three stamps I designed for the U. S. 
Postal Service. The first one, 
Mentoring a Child (2002), was print- 
ed in an edition 125 million copies, 
and was sold at post offices nation- 
wide for 34 cents,” Hidy said. 

Hidy is passionate about his 
work, and enjoyed the opportunity to 
encourage the students. 

The overall turnout of the very 
first Faculty Art Show at Northern 
Essex was a success. 

“T sold quite a few prints. We are 
grateful to finally have a permanent 
gallery space, and since this was our 
first exhibition there, the opening has 
special significance. We will have to 
work hard to make students aware of 
its existence in the years ahead,” Hidy 
said. 

Hidy teaches graphic design at 
Northern Essex part-time as well as a 
course in Photoshop. He has taught at 
the college for over 11. years. When 
Hidy is not here teaching, he stays 
busy while he runs a full-service 
graphic design and illustration studio 
out of his home in Merrimac. In addi- 
tion to that, he does some writing on 
graphic design history, theory, and 
practice. 

Hidy enjoyed sharing his experi- 
ences with the students during this 
opportune time and believes that stu- 
dents enjoy the technical side of art 
just as much as the actual art itself. 


“T can say, in general, that stu- 
dents like to see the work of their 
teachers who are practicing profes- 
sionals. They like to hear us tell about 
how we got started, and what is 
involved in making a living in the 
graphic arts,” said Hidy about how he 
offered inspiration to the students. 

Students have shown a particular 
interest in the specifics of Hidy's col- 
laborations with his clients in design- 
ing logos, posters, and books. They 
are often intrigued with the fact that 
Hidy worked with Ansel Adams back 
in 1978. Although, it was many years 
ago, it is still a favorite topic for the 
students. Technical things such as set- 
ting up software, cameras, scanners, 
printers and data storage is another 
interest Hidy's students tend to bring 
up. 

Hidy has always been a life-long 
book lover and a book designer. 

“T continue to design the books of 
Ansel Adams' photographs (published 
by Little, Brown). For example I have 
done many book-related poster 
designs over the decades,” said Hidy. 
His work can be seen on his Web site 
at www.lancehidy.com. He has 
designed many posters for several dif- 
ferent libraries and colleges across 
New England that include Wellesley 
Library, Library of Congress, The 
Boston Public Library, University of 
Connecticut, Yale and many others. 

The ideal inspiration and pleas- 
ure for Hidy is his wife's garden. 

“T even love the way the garden 
looks in winter, with the graphic qual- 
ity of the thorny rose stalks, and the 
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trees silhouetted against snow,” Hidy 
said. He mentioned how not only 
does he love his wife's garden, but 
that the rest of his family, especially 
the grandchildren, feel the same. He 
takes many photographs of this 
whimsical garden. The photo entered 
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ampus Wednesday, April 14 11AM- 4PM ** 


ampus Wednesday, April 21 11AM- 1PM x 


Courtesy photo 
Prof. Hidy’s art that was submitted to the faculty art 


show on campus. 


into the Faculty Art Show was origi- 
nally made into a New Year's card 
sent out to their family and friends. 
He decided he loved it so much, that 
he wanted the piece in the show for 
everyone to enjoy as much as he and 
his family did. 


Day 


xk 
8 


ae 
7S 


HL 
7 - 
3K KK 


bel 


Food For Sale 
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~ Music 
~ Free Seeds & Container 
~ Games, Information, Fun! 


FREE GIVE-AWAYS 


FREE PRIZES 


Sponsored by the NECC Student Engagement Center, a part of Student Life, Division of Enroliment Management and Student Services. 
For more information, contact the Student Engagement Center at 978-556-3731: 7 
Individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact any NECC office via the relay service by dialing 7-1-1 (tty) or through Video Relay Service (VRS) of their choice 
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Patrick Park talks 
about the power 
of music 


By JOE BIANCO 
Correspondent 


Music is like a cure. The cure doesn't 
necessarily need to be for a sickness, it 
can be for anything. If you're emotional- 
ly upset, or just simply need to be 
relaxed, listening to music may be the 
simplest remedy. Different artists let out 
different emotions in people, and differ- 
ent people prefer different styles. If a 
song strikes you in a personal way, or 
gets you thinking, whether you want to or 
not, then it's probably working. 

Patrick Park is just that artist. When 
he sings a song, no matter what he meant 
for it to be about, you'll put the lyrics to 
the story of your life instead. I recently 
had the chance to interview him about his 
career, and what's to come. 

“T was always into music from the 
time when I was really little. As soon as I 
was old enough to pick up my dad's gui- 
tar that was all I wanted to do,” Park said. 
“Writing music is something that I'm 
always doing. I'm pretty much working 
on something every day. Mostly when I 
write a song, whether it's about the break- 
down of relationships, or a social com- 


mentary song or whether it's a song about 
the big question of what is this crazy life? 


April 7, 2010 


What ever the song is about, I want it to 
shake people out of their usual perspec- 
tive, and hopefully open their minds a lit- 
tle bit. I think that I usually fail miserably 
in this, which is why I keep doing it I 

Park has also had success with tele- 
vision getting him recognition. When 
talking about his success with the media, 
he brought up “The O.C.” 


Musician speaks to the so 


working nonstop. 

Park's newest album, “Come What 
Will,” was released April 6 and he went 
into more detail about his newest record 
and what he's been doing. 

“Other than just finishing my new 
record which took up quite a bit of time, 
I've also been producing a little bit. I 
recently finished doing a record for 
spring/summer, which will be out soon. 


..-lo not wait arouf@/for things to hap- 
pen to you. You have to get out there and 
do it. Really, the best way to learn is trial 


by fire. 


— Patrick Park 


“The O.C. thing has been very inter- 
esting. I haven't had a television in prob- 
ably 11 or 12 years. I still have not actu- 
ally seen a full episode. But I'm really 
grateful for it, because it's gotten my 
music out to a lot of people who might 
not have otherwise heard it.” And just to 
point out, his two songs were featured in 
two incredibly important scenes through- 
out the series, including the very last song 
to conclude the series run. Park men- 
tioned not having a television, and maybe 
that's simply due to the fact that he's 


speak. 


formed by cellist Miller. 


concert for $10. 


ECMP Flutist Michael Finegold and Pianist David Pihl 


Concert to celebrate 10 years at NECC 


For 10 years the Essex Chamber Music Players, in residence at NECC, has been 
entertaining chamber music enthusiasts. In celebration of this milestone, it will 
hold a gala celebration featuring Boston Symphony cellist Jonathan Miller and 
will release its first CD “Classical Contemporary Chamber Music for the 21st 
Century, Volume 1”, on Sunday, April 18, at 2:30 p.m. in the Technology Center. 

Attending the event include honored guests Haverhill Mayor James Fiorentini, 
NECC President David Hartleb and State Representative Barry Finegold will 


The concert program will consist of selections from the CD: “Homage To 
Poulenc, Mozart, and MacDowell” by Emma Lou Diemer, “Fantasy in Adi Talam” 
by Mare W. Rossi, “Three Vocalises” by J. Windel Brown, “Songs of Summer” by 
Elaine Erickson and in addition “Suite No. 6 for Solo Cello” by J. S. Bach, per- 


The Players include soprano Charlotte Russell of Littleton; flutist, ECMP artis- 
tic director and NECC music professor emeritus Michael G. Finegold of Andover; 
Miller of Newton and pianist David A. Pihl of Worcester. 

The new CD Classical Contemporary Chamber Music for the 21st Century, 
Volume 1 is the groups initial recording of works for the Essex Chamber Music 
Players. The compositions represent a variety of music styles by American com- 
posers: the neo-impressiofiism of J. Windel Brown, free atonal expressionism of 
Elaine Erickson, neo-classicism of Emma Lou Diemer, and the Eastern Indian 
influenced Western music style of Marc W. Rossi. The new CD is available at the 


Tickets are $10 for general admission, $5 for students, and NECC students 
with a valid college ID are admitted free. 


Courtesy photo 


I've also been writing a lot of music for 
piano and strings,” said Park. 

When asked what song ‘he would 
recommend to someone just listening to 
his music for the first time, like most tal- 
ented musicians, he couldn't decide to his 
love for his work. 

“That's a hard question to answer 
actually. It sort of depends on where that 
person is at in their life. I'm generally 
happy with most of the music that I've 
put out so far, but if I had to pick a few 
songs, I would say Something Pretty, 


Zh 
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Your Smile's a Drug, Life's a Song, Here 
We Are, and off my new record a song 
called Blackbird Through The Dark,” 
Park said. 

When Patrick has a moment to him- 
self, which seems like it's a rare thing, he 
takes advantage of it. . .sort of. 

“T spend most of my free time writ- 
ing or working on music. Lately I've been 
working on my piano playing a lot. In the 
last couple years I've also become kind of 
obsessed with playing tennis,” said Park. 

Park tours around the area as much 
as he possibly can, and will most likely 
make another appearance in the Boston 
area with the release of his newest album. 
I hope to give aspiring artist as much con- 
fidence and hope as I can, which is why 
I asked him if he had any advice for an 
independent artist trying to start off. 

“My advice for musicians starting 
out is to practice as much as you possibly 
can. To make finding your own voice, a 
perspective that is unique to you, your 
number one priority. And to not wait 
around for things to happen for you. You 
have to get out there and do it. Really the 
best way to leam is trial by fire,” said 
Park. 

Starting off at anything like this is 
always hard, considering you need to 
know someone, or meet semeone in the 
music business fast. Most of the talent 
within the industry is still searching for 
their moment, while some of it has just 
plain given up. Park said it as simple as 
could be, to just get out there and do what 
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Get a great return on your investment. 

¢ Real-world experience for undergraduate students 

¢ A wide variety of accelerated bachelor’s to master’s programs 

* The highest mid-career-salaries among graduates of public 
universities in the Northeast* 


Photo courtesy of patrickpark.net 
Patrick Park’s new album 
came out April 6. 


you do best. Sure, it may take forever to 
even make a dent, but at least you'll know 
you didn't give up what you love. 

Park is a fine example of what music 
is. It's a different take on the art form than 
most genres. Some of his songs may 
seem like they have a simple meaning, 
while others are complicated to piece 
together. That's what makes Park unique. 
I encourage everyone to give him a listen 
to, and check out his new album, “Come 
What Will,” that was just relased April 6. 


Invest in your future 
at UMass Lowell. 


Transfer to UMass Lowell to take advantage 
of all it has to offer. 


Get an affordable, high-caliber education. 

¢ Nationally accredited programs 

¢ New funding for transfer scholarships 

* Valuable connections through small classes and 
learning communities 


Learn more about the value of a UMass Lowell education at 
www.umil.edu/value 


Office of Transfer Admissions 
883 Broadway, Suite 110 


University of 
Massachusetts 


Lowell, MA 01854 
978-934-3931 


009 survey by Payscale.com 


uml edu/transfer 


A jarring perspective 
of the Haitian 


‘disaster 


By AUSUBEL PICHARDO 
Correspondent 


I came to the United States 
about two years ago from the 
Dominican Republic. This past 
December, my mother and I decided 
to go back there to celebrate 
Christmas with 
our family. 

It was a 
wonderful 
reunion, but 
something hap- 
pened that was 


...what I saw in th 
something much 


hospital and gave me some surgical 
clothes. I felt excited because I felt 
like I was a real doctor finally doing 
this important work. I soon found 
out that the dream of being a doctor 
is very different from actually being 
a doctor. 

It didn't take long for me to real- 
ize the poor conditions in the hospi- 
tal as I walked through the corri- 
dors, seeing patients without 
enough medical supplies or even 
blankets. 

My friend was assigned to the 
septic department, which means 


aitians’ eyes was 
nger than me. It 


life that I want someday. 

Another day passed and we pre- 
pared for another typical day at the 
hospital. We promptly were 
informed of the disaster in Haiti. It 
was a tragic event that nobody was 
prepared for. We heard on TV that 
the capital of Haiti was destroyed 
and they would be sending injured 
victims to our hospital. 

It wasn’t long they were being 
brought to the hospital in the 
Dominican rescue helicopters. The 
tension there was too strong even 
for the doctors and nurses, because 
they were quickly 
overwhelmed. They 
did not even know 
how to start. 

People of all 
ages were flooding 
into the -hospital, 


quite unexpect-_—_was sorrow too big for words. pe? eee i 
While we -Ausubel Pichardo | start. Thad my digital 


were sharing the 
good feeling of 


camera, but I did not 
want to use it 


Christmas with 

the people who we love the most an 
old family friend, who is a medical 
doctor, came by to say hello. 

We were talking about how I 
would be able to go to medical 
school after completing a four-year 
diploma. He suggested that I go 
work with him at the hospital where 
he was working so that I could see 
how a doctor's life really is. 

The next day, he took me to the 


that I had to observe every surgery 
in the operating room. My friend 
attended patients with all manner of 
infections. Through tears I observed 
the grim reality of real suffering. 
By 1 am., my eyes and body 
were tired from seeing so much 
blood and puss coming from 
patients’ infections. In spite of all 
this, I felt familiar, and, in a sense, 
comfortable to be able to be in the 


because what I saw 
in the Haitians' eyes was something 
much stronger than me. It was sor- 
tow too big for words. 

I saw human beings losing their 
legs and arms. I saw sons, parents, 
brothers, and children, all calling 
me doctor, but this time I did not 
feel comfortable being called doc- 
tor. I did not deserve to be called 
doctor because I was not able to do 
a real doctor's work. I felt helpless. 


Gamer con, big hit 


PAX East proves to 
be a rousing success 
for devs and gamers 


By JOE BIANCO 
Correspondent 


The Penny Arcade Expo (or 
to most people, simply PAX) 
East 2010 has come and gone 
faster than one would expect. 
The event generated twice the 
crowd they had originally antic- 
ipated, securing a comeback. 
While it was hard to come back 
to the real world, it won't be 
long before the video game con- 
vention returns to Boston. It's 
been confirmed that PAX East 
will be back in 2011 and 2012, 
only this time with a bigger 
venue, for obvious reasons. Wil 
Wheaton, of "Star Trek: The 
Next Generation” fame, opened 
PAX with a roar, creating the 
perfect start. He talked about 
his gaming life, what he expects 
out of PAX, and most impor- 
tantly, what he expects out of 
us. 

One of the biggest attrac- 
tions of PAX was Red Dead 
Redemption, due to the fact that 
it was available to the public 
for the very first time. 
Everyone was allowed to play a 
full mission, and even branch 
off if they so chose, all to get a 


more in-depth feel for the 
game. Everything from the 
characters’ movement to the 


fine details like the horses’ 
muscles when it moved was 
gorgeous. This is one of the 
year's most anticipated games, 
and possibly a contender for 
game of the year. 


Shank is an independent 
game that got a good amount of 
attention, possibly due to the 
fact that one of the games 
artists was drawing up original 
art for everybody and talking 
about his new game. Shank also 
received an award from the 


Indie Games Festival in 
“Excellence in Visual Arts.” 
Shank -is an upcoming PC, 


XBLA, and PSN game, from 
independent company Klei. 
Everyone was allowed to play a 
full level of this gorgeously 
drawn game, which was huge 
due to the hype it's been get- 
ting, and because there's no 
demo out for it yet. Shank 
brought back classic 2D fun, 
and by fun, I mean it was sim- 
ply a blast. The game is defi- 
nitely on the gorey side, but it's 
just so damn pretty to look at 
that it doesn't even matter. This 
is a very impressive accom- 
plishment for a development 
team of seven people. 

Turbine's booth (the makers 
of Lord of the Rings Online and 
Dungeons and Dragons Online) 
was surprisingly awesome too. 
Not because of the games them- 
selves (though they were fun), 
but because of the team. When a 
team takes so much passion in 
their games, and shares that 
with the gaming community, it 
shows the dedication they have. 
Various members from the 
development team were hanging 
around and playing their games 
with the crowd, and answering 
questions if they had any. 

PAX also held concerts that 
took place Friday and Saturday 
night. Different types of music 
played, all video game related, 
which set “the mood for the 
weekend. Video Game 
Orchestra (aka V.G.O.) seemed 


to have the biggest impact on 
the crowd. They played classic 
instrumental pieces from games 
such as Chrono Trigger, the 
Final Fantasy series, Metal gear 
Solid, and Mario. This specific 
concert got the crowd chanting 
their name,: and was even 
allowed to play one final song 
before leaving the stage. As one 
of the band members said 
before playing their final song, 
“One more mission...one more 
bombing mission” as fans of 
that game will probably know 
what he was talking about. The 
final song they played was 
Bombing Mission originally 
created by Nobuo Uematsu. 

Twisted Pixel, creators of 
The Maw and Splosion' Man, 
another critically praised inde- 
pendent company, also had an 
entertaining booth. They 
showed their new game Comic 
Jumper to the public for the 
very first time. This was an idea 
created by one of the develop- 
ers when he was in eighth 
grade, and has since brought 
that character back to life. It's a 
side scrolling game with plenty 
of humor and action to keep the 
player amused. As of right now, 
there is no set date for this title, 
but it's due out this year. 

PAX East was a great expe- 
rience, and one I hope every 
gamer can enjoy. The first gam- 
ing convention on the east coast 
racked up millions of dollars, 
so it'll be back for 2011 and 
2012, possibly following years 
if it holds its crowd. PAX East 
was a time where all the gaming 
geeks could simply get together 
and not worry about anything. 
We all had something very spe- 
cific in common. We all loved 
video games, and what they 
stand for. 
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The hospital was totally packed 
and reinforcement doctors were 
coming to help from different parts 
of the country. Everything was 
chaos. People were being treated on 
the floor because the hospital did 
not have enough beds. Medical sup- 
plies were getting used up and doc- 
tors and nurses were mentally and 
physically exhausted. 

I saw many people die that day, 
including even kids. At those 
moments I realized that my life was 
changing, and my heart was learn- 


MCT campus 
Doctors from all over the Dominican Republic teamed 


up to handle the Haitian disaster. 


ing the value of healing and protect- 
ing others. It was hard for me to 
hear them calling me “doctor” while 
I was unable to help. I could only 
watch them lose everything they 
once loved. 

Looking back, I see that fate had 
dealt me an interesting hand. I had 
come to the Dominican Republic 
seeking a relaxing vacation, but 
found much more. In just a few days 
life had revealed to me its meaning. 
Now, more than ever, I know what I 
am going to do with my life. 


Soggy? Join 
the club 


Staying upbeat in 
harsh, rainy weather 
can be tough 


By MIKE DONOVAN 
Correspondent 


Eighteen inches of rain 
plagued the northeast during the 
month of March and everyone 
witnessed its damaging effects. 
Along with the many business and 
homeowners the National Guard 
has bagged thousands of sand 
bags in an effort to stop the unre- 
lenting rain. As many have 
noticed, countless areas are 
beyond sandbagging and surpass- 
ing record levels. 

I imagine that water pump 
sales went through the roof in 
New England for the month of 
March. Houses that didn’t usually 
flood suddenly did and those 
unused to these conditions were at 
a loss. Many people who had 
never flooded before found that 
their finished basement had multi- 
ple feet of water in it. Flood 
waters became so severe in some 
areas that levels surpassed base- 
ments and moved into first floors. 
The cost of damages throughout 
New England was consequently 
massive. 

Sewage was also a problem 
in many areas. The systems had 
become so backed up that man- 
hole covers were bursting with 
water. Treatment plants were also 
running at full capacity and had to 
displace tons of untreated water. 


Ground waters were also contami- 
nated by sewage systems leaking 
and sometimes bursting. 
Contaminated waters were forced 
out of the sewers and into homes 
by the severe flooding. 

There was little that business 
and homeowners could do. 
Unmanageable quantities of water 
were flowing down and over 
streets and what was not coming 
in the front door was seeping up 
through the floor. 

The Northern Essex Haverhill 
Campus has been spared, for the 
most part, by the severe rain. I 
believe that being so close, but 
not too close, to Kenoza Lake has 
helped the campus stay free of 
major pooling. Nearby the cam- 
pus, Kenoza Lake's adjacent 
swamp filled to capacity with the 
lake’s run-off and had begun to 
overflow. The water ran onto the 
road making it dangerous for 
many commuters. 

The campus sits higher than 
the lake itself, causing all the 
water to drain downhill. The one- 
way road exiting the college 
shows major erosion on the left 
side because of the swiftly mov- 
ing water. 

On the upside, through the 
broken down branches and flood- 
ed yards plants can be seen 
emerging. The best bet is to try 
not to think of the rain that put a 
damper on spring. Instead of 
spending the time using your new 
Shop-Vac or sump pump to get up 
the last bits of water, use your 
time to relax by the new pond or 
stream that's developed in your 
yard. 
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Is 96 necessary? 


The NCAA wants to 
expand the mens 
basketball field to 96 


By Matr McCArRRON 
Sports Editor 
With the 
2010 NCAA 
men's _ basket- 


ball tournament 
coming to a 
close, a contro- 
versial subject 
remains unre- 
solved. Will the 
NCAA expand 
the: field from 65 teams to 96? The 
last time the field was significantly 
expanded was in 1984. The deci- 
sion, which was a sensitive subject 
at the time, increased the size of the 
tournament from 53 to 65 teams. 
Although the change was controver- 
sial it turned out to be a good one, 
allowing more teams to make it into 
the tournament and opening up 
opportunities for smaller schools to 
gain exposure and recognition. 
“Many people don't realize how 
hard it was at the time to get into 
postseason play,” said C.M. 
Newton, chairman of the National 
Invitation Tournament selection 
committee. “It was an era where you 
had a relatively small percentage of 
Division I go into postseason. The 
membership wanted more.” 


Now, 26 years after the last 
expansion the question has once 
again been raised. Is the increase 
from 65 to 96 really necessary? 
Coaches, administrators and ana- 
lysts all have their own opinion. 
Some think it will hurt the overall 
quality of the tournament, while 
others think it will generate greater 
revenue for the NCAA. 

ESPN College Basketball 
Analyst Jay Bilas expressed his 
belief that the tournament will 
expand to 96 teams. 

“It is inevitable, it's going to 
happen,” said Bilas. “It's in large 
part because the NCAA, by virtue of 
being in a lawsuit several year ago 
now owns the NIT, so now they're 
administrating two different tourna- 
ments in the postseason with 96 
teams. So if they roll them both in 
together they're going to save 
money on the administration side, 
and be in a better position to provide 
a television partner with more con- 
tent, and that's going to mean more 
money.” 

Bilas went on to say that more 
money for the tournament could be a 
good thing, however he doesn't 
believe it will benefit the teams and 
improve the field of play. 

“From a competitive standpoint 
I don't think it is a good idea... It's 
not going to ruin the tournament; it's 
still going to be great but the ques- 
tion is what's best. And aside from 
big pile of money, which we all 
think is a good thing there's no other 
good reason to do this,” said Bilas. 


Other analysts see the expansion 
as something that the public and 
universities will soon get used to. 

"Every time you had the tourna- 
ment expanded, you had a lot of 
people who were against it," said 
Greg Anthony, an analyst for CBS. 
"But ultimately, it proved to be the 
right decision." 

The money aspect is a big rea- 
son the NCAA is pushing for an 
expansion. The NCAA is in the final 
year of an 11-year, $6 billion con- 
tract with CBS. After the current 
contract is up the NCAA will be 
forced to seek a new deal with other 
partners. 

"The opportunity for securing 
long-term financial stability through 
such contracts is certainly a priori- 
ty," said NCAA Senior Vice 
President Greg Shaheen. 

Although the proposed expan- 
sion to 96 teams seems like a fore- 
gone conclusion no definitive deci- 
sion has been made yet. Questions 
still remain about whether or not the 
added teams would make the regular 
season and the tournament less 
attractive or watered-down. 

"The regular season and confer- 
ence tournaments will be devalued. 
Then who's going to care about who 
gets snubbed? You think people are 
going to be asking, 'What does my 
team have to do to get in?’ They 
have to stay alive: If they stay alive 
and nobody dies, [they'll] make it." 
In which case, March Madness 
would lose some of its luster,” said 
Bilas. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: | 


1. What is the distance of the 
longest measurable home run 
ever hit in Fenway Park? 


2. How many selections do the 
Patriots have in the 2010 NFL 
Draft? 


3. Who did the Red Sox sign to 
an extension through the 2014 


season? 


4. Who gave Fenway Park its 
name? 


5. How many teams will be 
competing in the 2010 World 
Cup? 
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Knights try to 


get back 


The Knights need to allow 
fewer runs and give their 
pitching staff run support 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


Many students and 
even some faculty might 
have been disappointed to 
return to Northern Essex 
following spring break. 
However, the one group of 
people who weren't upset 
was the men's baseball 
team. The Knights have 
renitiied to campus eager to turn the season 
around, Although the team has had a rough 
start in the 2010 season, players and coaches 
are confident they can turn things around and 
make the season a success. 

Before you decide to jump off the band- 
wagon, keep two things in mind. First, this 
year’s team is very young, with many players in 
their first year at Northern Essex and might still 
have nerves about playing college baseball. 
The second is that every team, no matter what 
level, struggles at some point or another. The 
Knights are fortunate that their slump has taken 


on track 


place at the start of the season and not at the 
end, which could cause them to miss the play- 
offs. 

The Knights have also been pitted against 
some tough competition, with many of the 
teams being Division II schools; Northern 
Essex is a Division III school. All 10 games 
have been on the road and the Knights have had 
to travel to other states including Rhode Island, 
Connecticut and even Maryland to play their 
games. 

“We will definitely be back on track, we 
just need timely hits,” said Pitcher Angelyo 
Roman. 

If the Knights want to get back on track 
they need to start hitting and scoring runs. So 
far the Knights have been outscored by a total 
of 82-21. The offense obviously needs a wake 
up call, but they can't take all the blame. The 
pitching staff needs to allow fewer runs so the 
offense isn't forced to always fight an uphill 
battle. Fortunately, on March 27, the pitching 
staff seemed to turn a corner, allowing only one 
run. However, the offense failed to score a sin- 
gle run, resulting in a 1-0 loss. 

The Knights still have time to turn the sea- 
son around and improve. If the pitching staff 
can lower their earned run average (ERA) and 
the offense needs to hit their stride. If the 
Knights can improve on these two things they 
could still be a force to be reckoned with come 
late spring. 
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A College 
that: fits 


If you're thinking about a degree 
in business, education, science, 


engineering, or liberal arts, 
consider this: 


e Easy transfer application 
process and generous transfer 
credit approval 


* Transfer admission for both fall 
and spring semesters 


¢ Housing available to transfer 
students 


¢ Cooperative Education and 
internships available 


¢ Financial aid available for 
transfer students 


e Transfer scholarships available to 


eligible students ranging from 
$5,000-$15,000 
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www.merrimack.edu 
admissionfamerrimack.edu 


978-837-5100 


Merrimack ess: 


NORTH 


“ANDO 


NECC Observer April7,2010 Page 11 


THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


LA 
thé 


soventuresS 


4/11/10 


ACROSS 49 Musical sound 


1 “When Harry __ Sally...” 50 Birmingham’s state: abbr. 
4 “_ Wants to Be a Millionaire” 51 “To __, With Love”; Poitier movie 
7 Singer Paul 52 Has debts 
11 Ms. Gardner 53 Denials 
12 “__ for Your Life” 54 “__ of Cakes” 
13 Superman's love 
14 Harrison or Reed DOWN 
15 __ Ward 1 Artist __ Chagall 
16 Actress Anderson 2 “Unhappily __ After” 
17 Series for Shemar Moore 3 Early series for Judd Hirsch 
20 Commercials 4 Songbirds 
21 Charged atom 5 Hawaiian dance 
22 Noninvasive diagnostic exams 6 Out __|; in a precarious position 
25 Mischief-maker 7 “__ the Family” 
26 “__ Me or the Dog” 8 “High __”; Gary Cooper classic 
29 Actor on “Law & Order: SVU” 9 Richard __ of “Spin City” 


33 “__ Story”; hit animated movie 10 Words on a price tag at a sale 
34 President Arthur’s monogram 15 Mr. Caesar 

35 Morays & other snakelike fishes 18 Alan Alda/Loretta Swit series 
36 Film title and role for Will Smith 19 Walk around with a long face 


37 Farrow or Kirshner 22 Actor on “The A-Team” 
4 Mohr/Paula Marshall sit 23 “__ Lobo”; John Wayne movie 
O GReat SWAMI! 300 Bucks, IT'S A Four- a ny My reat ri all sitcom Siwee abe y vi 
DOES “THE Sécpet” PLEASE, PART Secret, 47 Silent performer 25 Actress/director Lupino 
48 Prefix for cycle or angle 26 Suffix for real or final 


27 __ Aviv, Israel 

28 Yrbk. section 

30 Controversial rights org. 

31 Dustin Hoffman/Tom Cruise 
Oscar-winning film 

32 Producer Norman 

36 Actor Lew __ : 

37 “__ Family”; Vicki Lawrenc 
sitcom 

38 Wrath 

39 “All Dogs __ Heaven” 

40 Declare assuredly 

41 Actor Auberjonois 

42 Venus de __; “Ninja Turtles: The 
Next Mutation” superhero 

43 “__ Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World” 


(c) 2010 Tribune Medis Services, inc. AAI 44 Newsman Sevareid 
All Rights Reserved. 45 Urgent 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzle 


#2, ASK THE 
ONWERSE FOR 
WHAT You wanrT, 


#1, KNow 
Exacriy WHAT 
You WANT. 


'VIOYD WU 4G C102 O32 2*OWAL SIVOLY II IWIY 0102-74 


300 BUCES, 
PLEASE, 


Bones THAT THE 
OBJECT OF YOUR 


#4, RE OPEN TO 

RECEIWING YouR 
DESIRE AND LET GO 
OF YouR ATTACHMENT. 
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Reality Check 


Do Something Different 
When Monday, April 12th 


Where Outside the Sport & 
Fitness Center, HAV 


Sponsored by NECC Student Life. For more information, please contact Rob Parker at rparker@necc.mass.edu or 


978/556-3823. Individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact any NECC office via the relay service by dialing 7-1-1 (tty) or 
through Video Relay Service (VRS) of their choice. 


